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__ . "eje old enough to know;* 'Detailed footnotes on' whosaid^ 

WW thatAmencawasntperfec^a ex^tiy W hat would have made 11 
^ g e H? h 10 h0pe it '“ uld £ “Jack ‘ ‘and* Jackie* "even* more^ 

; ssssss 

*71 • »f. •*• There seems to be no 

They were witty, they, were" : pelllng ,purD-- VCi -' “ i; * 
rich.Kjthey were ..cultured, 1 ' they'5 Bouvier;^n^. wu , 
were smart, they were ‘ winners first-person accouni 
and they seemed so much in love: 1 ! first lady’s childho 
It’s taken a longtime -almost 40* by hercoiiSXL .. 

years - to becloud ^perfectly*- 

framed images, 7r,\ family Trivia , oTombnaidtoA 

* . _ 1 . *U » ‘f-ta'-'f . l/,r» • -v> nrrif k ,s, 4 i' 1 *' * 

Now, however, with the publl-.j Scouring his brain for the tint. 
cation' of Christopher Andersen’s., est detail he might have overlook^ 

Jack and Jackie: Portrait of an j ed in four previous books about? 

American Marriage,” little of the , the Kennedys, Davis devotes more , 

legend goes unchallenged. ^ than a page, for example, to a _ — ■ ™ »'- 

Andersen, whose 16 previous? meaningless account of Blackjack ' Jacqueline Kennedy's life is 1 
books include biographies of Hath-; Bouvier chastising a young cousin , explored in two new books :,r ' 5 
arine Hepburn and Susan Hay- for exploding a noisemaker near • . , i<. .uBTIrr^'ilouv, 

ward, doesn’t refrain from dishing ■, his daughter Jacqueline at a fami- ' “ajlQh-J'mp tu<1 '>» >Jiloq v>fiv»»il 
the dirt, authenticating his asser- ly dinner. T. 7; , I .. . 1 

tions with chapter-by-chapter lists Davis’ branch of Jackie’s fami- , sex but no particular feeling for 
of personal interviews and oral his- , ly - the Bouviers - was pretty^ iWce HeS^JaSShpn ' 
tones. Unlike Gary Aldrich, whose .• much discarded when her mother he was well into his 30s writpsl 
new Clinton expos* seems to rely remarried, so his insights about his ’ AndlSen b^ausf h^’ %& ' 
largely on testimony from political cousin past the age of 13 are limit- SanSdUn^voSi wm.lH 5 
eneitues, Andersen claims to have i ed. The text feels meager compar- think he was gav if he didn’t have a 
talked with scores of friends, politv ed with Andersen’s gush of infor- wife ne ^ gay if be didn have a 
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JACK AND JACKIE 

£ Portrait of an American'}^ 
t Marriage . * “ ! ' v 

£ By Christopher Andef 

| Morrow; 400 pages; $24 _ 

JJACQUELII 

T An Intimate 

-By John H. Davis **L 
|WUey, 200 pages; $24106 



he was a 

with a longing for fi 
ty, who married Jac_ 
dersen, because hisjather had 
big bank account.-Throughout the* 
marriage,., alt , her .personal ^ bills ) 
were paid by her father-in-law.; ati | 

The love affairs of JFK are old 
news, but Andersen’s explanations'! 
for the roots of his sexual appetites i 
are fascinating: ..aja yd 

Joe Kennedy" encouraged * his' 
boys to prove their maniinpss by * 
behaving like bulls. Papa Kennedy fl 
laughed and' stayed the course' 
when JFK, his young ‘son; found 1 
him making love to his mistress on 1 

# 44 At ,f - it.. . | JL 




thedeckOfhlssailbdat^^flli 
~ Jack’s need for sex was spurred - 
as an adult by an assortment of 
drugs he took for physical relief 
from pain and to keep his energy J 
levels up, Andersen says. Max Ja- ; 
cobson, the New York physician ■ 
known as “Dr. Feelgood,” shot the I 
president full of amphetamines to i 
increase his stamina and elevate I 
his moods.“I don’t care if there’s A 
panther piss in there,'! JFK told 1 

Jacobson, “as long as it — 1 ® 

feelgoodj' 5 "" 
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too- was a patient^ofsJacobson’o, 
“When I learned that Jack was get-, 
ting these shots . fronuDr:’; Max, gf- 
told J ackie, 'WatehoutJ Stay away5 
from, him, ’^recallsGore Vidal. “I j] 
didn’t know .at the time .that she,, 
was getting me shots, too'.”y"' : , 

And while she couldn't* match^ 
her husband’s sexual conquests in,, 
sheer, volume,. Andersen says she 
wasn’t, 100 percent faithful, quot-'! 
ing David . Schoenbrun, who was , 
Washington bureau chief, of CBS: 
“Nobody should worry about Jack- 1 
ie.” The author speculates that her ’ 
lovers included Deputy Secretary 1 
of Defense Roswell Gilpatric and ; 
Washington lawyer Walter Sohier. 1 



In 1955, when the marriage was 
at an. all-time low, writes Ander- 
sen, Joe tried to avert a divorce by , 
offering to pay off Jackie to stay. 

In the last pages of “Jack and 
Jackie,” Andersen manages to 
draw back from the sordid details'; 
Of the relationship,, m aintaining 
that the Kennedys were over the,i 
worst. They went to Dallas with a ; 
new love for each other, he writes,; > 
and, if Lee Harvey: Oswald hadn’t i 
intervened, would have ridden off < 
into old age together., - -.sjui.n 

Sweep ef Sentiment 111 •“£•*** *** 

— — - — .'ijjiafU wl jKil; 

Their marital problems “were ■ 

■ nothing like us ,” ' he concludes, * 
with a sweep of sentiment, “and 1 ' 
everything lixe us. Theirs wits an 1 
American marriage. 1 3 

Seeing those problems ribw; f: 
however, the reader is led by the 
weight of Andersen’s evidence to a , : 
different conclusion: Jack and 
Jackie were figures on the stage, 
and we were mesmerized by the 
magic of their performance. We ; 
forgot that what we were seeing ' 

was pure artificer 

• ■ 'Don rru ; 

Leah Garchik writes the Personals col-' 
umn for The Chronicle . . 



